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Learning objectives

The aim of this pictorial review is demonstrate the radi-
ological appearances of adenocarcinoma with particular
focus on more unusual appearances such as cystic
adenocarcinoma.

Content organisation

Non-small cell lung cancers account for almost 85% of all
lung cancers and of these, adenocarcinoma is the most
common. This entity has recently been reclassified to
reflect increased understanding of the underlying pathol-
ogy and thus it is crucial for radiologists to understand the
new classification, the role of radiology in identifying pre-
invasive lesions and the guidelines for management of sub-
solid nodules. We present the spectrum of imaging
appearances from ground glass nodules (GGNs) to solid
mass lesions with histopathological correlation.

Conclusion

It is important for radiologists to recognise the spectrum
of appearances of lung adenocarcinoma and follow appro-
priate algorithms for surveillance or further management.
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